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Reaching Out   April 2018  
 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church    1804 Highland Avenue  Eau Claire, WI  
Phone: 715- 834-9571  Office Hours: 9:00 am - 4:30 pm Mon-Fri  Website: www.stjohns-ec.org 

 
L 

 
 

  We have AGAPE* (Dave Scherer’s Christian Hip Hop 
Group) here on Wednesday, April 11th, @ 6:30 p.m. 
  Combining rapping, dancing, storytelling and his 
fluency in Spanish, AGAPE* connects with his listeners 
in a way that they really "get it". His energy is 
contagious, and his stories of faith transcend 
differences. Even those who do not normally enjoy hip-
hop, find themselves dancing to his music and 
captivated by his unique presentation of the Gospel. His 
passion is to bring together people of all backgrounds 
and let them know about God's love for the whole world. 
This is "AGAPE*"!  
  AGAPE* has been touring full-time as a musician for 
the last twelve years, performing for hundreds of 
thousands of youth across the US, and in eight different 
countries. 
  Come and experience a Christ-filled evening!! 

  Freewill donation accepted 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

The next new member orientation 
will be held on Sundays, April 15 
and 22, at 6:30 p.m. 
We would love to have you join our 
church family. 

Now is the time to invite a friend, neighbor or anyone 
else you know of that would like to join St. John’s. 
For more information, contact Sandy at 715-834-9571 
or sandy@stjohns-ec.org. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

The Monday 7:00 p.m. Worship Services will resume on 
April 9th! The 3rd Monday of each month is a healing 
service. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Happy Easter! 
Join us for our Easter Celebration 

 

 
 

Our Lenten journey has ended with the 
celebration of Easter!   Come and join us for 
Easter Worship on Sunday, April 1 –  
6:47 a.m., 8:15 a.m. (interpreted for the hearing 

impaired), & 10:45 a.m. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 Wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, 
”And who is my neighbor?” 

 Jesus told the parable of the Good Samaritan 
in response to the above question. The lawyer who 
asked it was hoping to get a narrow definition of 
“neighbor” so that he could justify his actions. If our 
neighbor whom we are to love can be limited to people 
we know and who are just like us, it’s easier to love 
them. 

 Jesus did not give the lawyer the definition he 
wanted. In the story of the Good Samaritan, he made it 
clear that when the Great Commandment says, “Love 
the Lord your God, and your neighbor as yourself,” 
neighbor does not just mean the people next door. It 
does not mean just the people who share your beliefs, 
your nationality, your culture, or your ethnicity. 
Neighbor includes all the people with whom we share 
this earth. 

 A key ingredient in loving our neighbor is 
getting to know them. When we do not know them, we 
easily give in to fear and suspicion.  

 In April we will be getting to know neighbors of 
ours with whom you may not be familiar, and who a 
sizable number of Christians view with considerable fear 
and suspicion. On April 8, 15, and 22 in adult education, 
we will be taking a look at the religion of Islam. 

http://www.stjohns-ec.org/
mailto:sandy@stjohns-ec.org
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The first week will provide an introduction to the 
subject and some basic facts. The highlight of the class 
will be on April 15th when we welcome members of the 
Islamic Society of Northwest Wisconsin to visit us to 
provide insight into their faith. I invite you to come to 
all three classes, and especially the April 15th visit, to 

discover more about our neighbors. Respectful 
questions are encouraged.  

The goal is to gain a better understanding that 
will allow the faith community of St. John’s to be better 
equipped to share God’s creation peacefully with our 
neighbors. 
 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

From Pastor Christine… 
 

 Blessed Easter! Christ is risen, indeed, alleluia!  The Easter season brings with it so many new 
blessings: birds singing, more sunlight, sandals and outdoor grilling.  Ok, maybe not sandals quite yet, 
but I’m optimistic that spring is here and new life is dawning.  Along with this come the transitions in 
our own life here as the people of God at St. John’s.  Pastor Nate will be retiring in a few months and 
although the reality of that to me is the loss of a great colleague, I am optimistic that the teams we 

have put together will bring about the leader the Spirit calls to this place. 
 Many of you reading this may not know, however, that I have also discerned to stay at St. John’s as the 
Associate Pastor.  I do not take this decision lightly.  Of course, there was the option to choose to put my name 
forward for the position of Lead, but there are reasons why I have opted not to do this.  The primary one is about 
call.  Despite what many may think about pastors (and let me tell you, there’s all sorts of ideas of what pastors do 
or don’t do that is often very inaccurate), the call of Lead Pastor here at St. John’s is at present very different from 
the call of Associate.  
 The Lead Pastor position is very administrative and deals greatly with finance, personnel, stewardship and the like, 
while the Associate Pastor is called into more of the programs of St. John’s such as visitation, spiritual care, and 
faith and family.  BOTH pastors preach, BOTH visit at the hospital, BOTH teach, and BOTH administer the 
sacraments, preside at weddings, and officiate at funerals and baptisms.  And yet, as the positions are currently set 
up, the Lead Pastor functions differently, and at present, that is not a role to which I am called.  I believe very 
deeply that just because I can do something doesn’t mean I am meant to.  And, at present, as the Lead position 
currently is, I don’t feel I would thrive in that administrative role.  I enjoy what I do now too much. 
 However, that does not mean things don’t change and that along the way, as we discern together and as the 
survey CAT reveals, the congregation along with its called leadership, may need to consider where the Holy Spirit 
continues to call us in shared ministry.  Therefore, I ask you, please pray for the three teams discerning these 
decisions, pray for your staff, and pray for your pastors.  Blessed Easter, friends! Pastor Christine  

Transition Team 
Members of the Pastoral Succession Transition Team are:  
Kathy Freitag (Chair)   Greg & Lisa Brandt    Shari Engelbert 
Rodd Freitag      BJ Kays        Pr. Christine Emerson 
 

********************************************************************************************* 

 

Dear Saints of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, 
This week I was honored to preach at the funeral of a 37 year old pastor who died too young and left 

behind a wife and a two year old daughter. It was an honor, but also just plain hard work. Not just for 
me, but everyone who sat in the overflowing sanctuary. But what would have been inestimably harder 
would have been doing that work without Easter…doing that work without Jesus. But I was able to stand 
in that pulpit and proclaim as clearly, and with as much certainty as I could muster, that death does not 
have the final say.  I said these words: “Jesus died, and Jesus rose again, for a day just like this.” Yes he 
did. 

I often tell pastors, deacons and Synodically Authorized Ministers: "There are three high holy days in 
the year - Christmas, Easter and Mother’s Day. And don’t ever forget Mother’s Day!” All three of these 
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days celebrate the gift of new life. Each, in its own way, celebrates Jesus bringing new life into a world 
that can be dragged down by the fear and the reality of death.  

So, what about Easter? First of all, I hope that everyone who reads these words takes/makes the time 
to go to church on Easter. Secondly, as you sit there in the lily scented church, surrounded by light and 
the sound of beautiful hymns, try to imagine your most difficult collision with death without the belief 
that Jesus really did rise from that tomb. Imagine burying a parent, or a child, or a spouse or a friend 
without that promise. Imagine. I cannot.  

I cannot imagine, because I don’t remember a day in my entire life when I didn’t 
have that promise folded into me. It has strengthened me on days when it was all I 
had. The promise that “Jesus died, and Jesus rose again, for a day just like this.” It 
is an awesome gift and one for which I am grateful. 
This Easter, go to church. But don’t just go there. Imagine someone who hasn’t 
received the gift of that promise. If you can’t think of anyone, well, you may need 
to get out and make some new friends! Because what you have been given, is too precious to hang onto 
by yourself. All of us, if we live long enough, will experience a “day just like this.” It is inevitable. And we 
have a promise that will make a difference to someone who just cannot do that plain hard work by 
themselves. 

They need Jesus. They need the promise of Jesus. They need the hope of Jesus. They need what you 
have been given. Please…share it. It is an honor. 
 

Bishop Rick Hoyme 
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin-ELCA 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Opportunities to Serve During Worship 

   We at St. John’s are a faith community formed to be a fountain of life for all who gather, overflowing into a river 
of compassion for the world. Active worship teams are a key part of making our worship a fountain of life for all. 
   Since we began these worship teams nine years ago, we have been greatly blessed by those who have taken an 
active part in making worship a true faith community experience with God.  We often hear that those who have 
stepped out in faith to try a new worship experience have been greatly blessed by doing so. 
   As we begin another year of worship team rotation, I encourage everyone to use their gifts as a: worship 
assistant, reader, usher, communion server, greeter, nursery attendant, or power point operator. 
   Following are the upcoming teams and the months that each team is assigned to help serve. Each 
family will be receiving a postcard inviting you to come and sign up. If anyone has questions about 
any of the opportunities in worship, please contact Patti at 715-834-9571 or pattig@stjohns-ec.org. 
 Please check out the sign-up board in the Gathering Area on your month or any month! 

                  2018 Worship Teams & Disciples 
                      Go - Hog    John       April 

         HOL – KA    Matthew     may 
Let us rediscover the power and inspiration of worship. 

 

*************************************************************************** 

                             

High School Seniors – Mark Your Calendars! 
Come join us as we honor this momentous chapter in life – May 9th (Wednesday) 
When a child is baptized, the congregation promises to support the family in their role as Christian parents, and 
to help raise the children in the faith.  Faith Milestones are the visual, tangible way of helping our congregation 
help fulfill this promise. Join us May 9thfrom 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  Please RSVP by May 2nd if you are coming! 

mailto:pattig@stjohns-ec.org
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Spring Fever is here! 

Now is the time to start considering some of the opportunities 
St. John’s will have during this upcoming summer. 

 VBS – “We Are Called”   
(Preschoolers, Kindergarten – 5th grade) 

o July  23 – July 27 
o 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

 

 Summer Stretch (Program for Middle School Students) + High School/College aged 
mentors 

o Summer Stretch will meet one day a week for 5 weeks from  
8:15 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
(June 13, 20, 27, July 11, 18 and August 2 – Valleyfair) 
Each day will include a morning community service project, lunch and an afternoon 
recreational activity.  On August 2nd we will meet other Summer Stretch participants at 
Valleyfair for a day of amusement park fun. 

o Middle school students are welcome to invite friends.   
Registration deadline will be May 6th.  

o We will be recruiting high school students to be leaders for the summer stretch 
program.  If you are interested, see Chris Sims for an application.  

 

 Summer Camp at Luther Park in Chetek, WI 
o See the camp brochure on the bulletin board outside Chris’ office or visit the camp 

website at lutherpark.org. 
Information for all these programs is on the bulletin board outside the education director’s office.  If you have 
specific questions, please contact Chris Sims at chris@stjohns-ec.org or 715-834-9571. 
 

************************************************************************************************************************************************************ 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR  
”Summer FUN Celebration Sunday”   April 15th at 9:30 a.m.   
 
We will celebrate all the great things this summer has to offer during Sunday 
school and share some of the fun energy during worship.  
Registration forms will be available for VBS and Summer Stretch.  Join in the fun by wearing one of 
your VBS, Summer Stretch, St. John’s, or Mission Trip shirts on that Sunday!  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                Quarter Collection 
 

Our synod has a long history of supporting those in need through the ELCA Hunger Offering 
and our companion relationship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi. The Synod 
Assembly theme this year is “Growing Young”. Once again this year, we encourage St. John’s 
members to give generously to help alleviate hunger around the world.  

The Quarter Collection Boxes will be in a basket in the gathering area. Please stop by and pick up 
your box, fill with extra coins and return to the red wagon NO LATER than Monday, April 30. 

One-third of the amount collected will be given to ELCA World Hunger and two-thirds will be given for Malawi. 

 

mailto:chris@stjohns-ec.org
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Sunday School Information 
 

Three Year Old Children’s Sunday 
School 
Welcome to Sunday School!  This is an 
exciting introduction for our three year olds 

and their parents.  This class meets the second 
Sunday of each month.  Come join us on April 8th at 
9:30 a.m. If you have any questions, please contact 
Chris Sims at 715-834-9571 or chris@stjohns-ec.org.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sunday school – at 9:30 a.m. 
Classes meet in the following areas: 
 

4 year olds (Preschool) through 
Kindergarten   
This group will start in the large assembly on Sunday 
mornings.  The children will gather for the music 
opening and for offering.  The class will finish upstairs 
in rooms #307 and #308.   
 

1st grade through 5th grade  
Everyone will meet on the stage in the large 
assembly. 

9:30 a.m.-9:40 a.m. – Opening (Preschool and 
Kindergarten join us for opening)  

 9:40 a.m.-9:55 a.m. – 1st – 5th grade (Introduction 
to the lesson) 

 9:55 a.m.-10:30 a.m. – Group activities in large 
assembly 

  10:30 a.m. – Parents pick up students from the 
stage or large assembly 

 

Middle School Sunday School 
    9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Meets in the youth room 
downstairs. 
 

Confirmation Information 
 
 

 
 

9th Grade + Mentors 
The ninth graders continue their classes 
through April. They are learning what it 
means to be a Christian in the 21st 

century.  Students will work alongside their mentors 
as they develop their faith statements and learn more 
about what it means to live out their faith.  Pastor 
Nate is teaching these classes with the help of the 
mentors. 
 
************************************************************************** 

8th Grade 
The 8th grade class continues to meet 
through April 25th (make up class).  This 
class will learn about the Small Catechism, 

The 10 Commandments, The Lord’s Prayer and The 
Creed.  Pastor Christine will lead these classes along 
with the help of this year’s small group leader Ann 
Gordon.    
 

UPCOMING CONFIRMATION DATES: 
9th Grade Class 
Confirmation Workshop  
Wednesday, April 25th, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Confirmation Banquet  
Sunday, April 29th, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. (6:30pm 

photos) 

Confirmation Day   
Sunday, May 6th, 10:45am (reception prior to worship) 

 
8th Grade Class 
Host and Serve at Confirmation Banquet    

Sunday, April 29th    
 

Attention All 4th Grade Families 
(new confirmation families for 2018-2019) 
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, May 2nd, from 
6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. We will be having an open 
house/registration for incoming confirmation students 
for fall 2018. 
 

Church Ministries 
 

Our next meeting for Faith Family is 
Tuesday, Apri l 10 th, at 7:00 p.m. 
We will be working on upcoming faith 
milestones.  If you are interested in 
learning more about Faith Family 

Ministry, contact Jen Bain (chairperson) at (715) 829-
0863 or Chris Sims (715) 834-9571 or chris@stjohns-
ec.org. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Education Ministry will meet April 
12th, at 6:30 p.m.  We will begin 
brainstorming for Vacation Bible School. 
If you are interested in being a part of 

VBS planning committee, come join us for the 
meeting, or contact Janet Tolan at 715-829-3377 or 
Chris Sims at 715-834-9571 or chris@stjohns-ec.org. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=nDPApjBziQ7k6M&tbnid=Y2cF97U5qfB7WM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.easthanoverschools.org/domain/152&ei=1OYrUte3LKuu2gXMjoCQBA&bvm=bv.51773540,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNFPIr67rHUUzgBYhrVP3H0dYUhIFA&ust=1378695226399495
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=confirmation+symbols&hl=en&tbo=d&biw=1090&bih=540&tbm=isch&tbnid=UU_tTi1EKs26iM:&imgrefurl=http://constantly-in-pain.blogspot.com/2011_02_01_archive.html&docid=wZ60LtgQUrr-GM&imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-KlQu2nA37eo/TWfj7sLEk4I/AAAAAAAAAFU/3Un_sZzsCyY/s1600/Confirmation.jpg&w=384&h=400&ei=cG-lUKiSH6q9ywGhu4DgCw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=531&vpy=2&dur=406&hovh=229&hovw=220&tx=112&ty=95&sig=103601787116212669615&page=1&tbnh=141&tbnw=135&start=0&ndsp=16&ved=1t:429,r:12,s:0,i:175
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=confirmation+symbols&hl=en&tbo=d&biw=1090&bih=540&tbm=isch&tbnid=UU_tTi1EKs26iM:&imgrefurl=http://constantly-in-pain.blogspot.com/2011_02_01_archive.html&docid=wZ60LtgQUrr-GM&imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-KlQu2nA37eo/TWfj7sLEk4I/AAAAAAAAAFU/3Un_sZzsCyY/s1600/Confirmation.jpg&w=384&h=400&ei=cG-lUKiSH6q9ywGhu4DgCw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=531&vpy=2&dur=406&hovh=229&hovw=220&tx=112&ty=95&sig=103601787116212669615&page=1&tbnh=141&tbnw=135&start=0&ndsp=16&ved=1t:429,r:12,s:0,i:175
mailto:chris@stjohns-ec.org
mailto:834-9571%20or%20chris@stjohns-ec.org
mailto:834-9571%20or%20chris@stjohns-ec.org
mailto:chris@stjohns-ec.org
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Faith Milestones 

Youth Ministry will meet April 12th  
at 5:00 p.m. Some of the areas we are 
responsible for are youth mission trips, 

C.I.A., ROOTED and Summer Stretch. If you would 
like to learn more about Youth Ministry, please 
contact Stephanie Thurner at 715-552-8482 or Chris 
Sims at 715-834-9571 or chris@stjohns-ec.org.  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Youth Mission Trip Committee will 
meet at 5:30 p.m. following the Youth 
Ministry meeting on April 12th. There are 
many details that go into planning and 

coordinating a youth mission trip. We would love you 
to be a part of this group.  If you are interested in 
joining the committee or would like more information, 
contact Tina Wolfgram at 715-379-2858.     
 

 
 

 
Upcoming Faith Milestones… 
May 6th – Confirmation Day 
May 9th – Graduation Family Night 

 

Church Information 
 

In March 
We celebrated the Baptism of… 

Elayna Rae Belisle, daughter of Cassandra Goldsmith 
Jonah Monroe Laciura, son of Cassandra Goldsmith 

Brynlee Jadyn Diers, daughter of Justin & Krisha Diers 
Hudson James Streveler, son of Mark & Alyssa 

Streveler 
Elliott Jackson Barger, son of Jesse Barger & Crystle 

Buchholz 
 

We mourned the Death of… 
Dennis E. Simonson              76 

 

In April 
*Newsletter articles are due by the 15th of April 

for the Mary issue. Send to  
Patti Gorell at pattig@stjohns-ec.org. 



April Worship Times 
6:47 a.m. (April 1) Sunrise Easter Celebration  

8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.(April 1) Easter Celebration 
8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. Sunday Worship 

9:30 a.m. Education Hour 
7:00 p.m. (April 9 - Fall) Monday Evening Worship 

 

*************************************** 

FEAST meal times are  
5:30-6:15 p.m. 

Check out the weekly menu in the opportunities and 
on the St. John’s website 

www.stjohns-ec.org/grow/feast 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Gary Wulff’s FEAST Recipe of the Month: 
 

Black Bean Corn Chowder 
Ingredients: 
½ c. half & half or Coconut cream 
1 can drained and rinsed black beans 
½ c. chopped onions 
2 minced garlic cloves 
½ c. salsa 
1/3 c. corn 
1 Tbsp. lime juice 
1 tsp. ground cumin 
½ ripe avocado peeled and chopped 
Sour cream and shredded cheddar cheese optional 
 
In a blender, combine cream and ¾ c. black beans 
cover and process until smooth 
Sauté Onion and garlic in 1 Tbsp. olive oil until tender, 
stir in salsa, corn, lime juice, cumin, and remaining 
beans, reduce heat stir in cream mixture and cook for 
2-3 min.  Stir in avocado 
Serve with sour cream and cheese 
 
Yields 2 servings  
 

******************************************** 
 

This year’s NW Synod Assembly will be 
held on Saturday, June 2, and Sunday, 
June 3 at UW-Eau Claire, Davies Center. 

St. John’s is in need of 1 female voting 
member to attend the synod assembly. 
Anyone who is a confirmed member can attend. There 
is no cost for you to attend. 

This year there will be an election of a bishop for 
the NW Synod. 

If this sounds like something you may be 
interested in, contact Sandy at 715-834-9571 or 
sandy@stjohns-ec.org. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 April – June 2018 “Christ In Our Home” is 
now available on tables in the gathering area! 
 
***************************************************************************************************************** 

mailto:chris@stjohns-ec.org
mailto:pattig@stjohns-ec.org
http://www.stjohns-ec.org/grow/feast
mailto:sandy@stjohns-ec.org
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Summer Stretch & VBS Programs 
 Summer Stretch is a program during the summer 
for middle school age youth that performs local 
community service work.  
 Vacation Bible School (VBS) is a one week 
program for grades preschool 4 to 5th grade. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

April Adult Education 
In April we will be getting to know 
neighbors of ours with whom you 
may not be familiar, and who a 

sizable number of Christians view with considerable 
fear and suspicion. On April 8, 15, and 22 in adult 
education, we will be taking a look at the religion of 
Islam. We will meet down in the Promise Room at 
9:30 a.m. 
The first week will provide an introduction to the 
subject and some basic facts. The highlight of the 
class will be on April 15th when we welcome members 
of the Islamic Society of Northwest Wisconsin to visit 
us to provide insight into their faith. I invite you to 
come to all three classes, and especially the April 15th 
visit, to discover more about our neighbors. 
Respectful questions are encouraged.  
     Pastor Nate 
 
*********************************************************************************************** 

 

 
Preschool Days 
We are enjoying an amazing year at preschool! It is 
wonderful to see children learn and grow as we play 
together. Did you know that research confirms that 
self-initiated play nurtures a child’s overall 
development?   
 

A typical preschool day at St Johns includes the time, 
space and opportunity for creative play which fosters 
the skills of abstract and symbolic thinking, decision 
making, problem solving and goal setting. It also 
helps to develop complex language, emotional 
awareness, identity and self-image, self-control, and 
stress management. Play builds social skills like 
patience cooperation and conflict resolution as well as 
the formation of a moral or ethical code to know right 
from wrong. 
 

So, we play!   
 

This month’s preschool highlights include: 
 

Easter: We have been actively 
sharing the Easter story in our 
classes. Our art, play, literature and 
games help us remember Palm 
Sunday, Last Supper, Garden 
Prayer, Good Friday, and of 
course..  The Empty Tomb!! 
 

Parent Activity Days: Parents and other adult 
friends will spend time leading activities and sharing 
interests with our students.  
 

Outdoor Play: Our classes enjoyed outdoor play with 
adventures on “snow mountain” (the large piles 
created by plowing the parking lot). With the arrival of 
spring, we will be playing in beautiful St. John’s Park.  
Preschool staff and families will be helping with park 
clean up as we celebrate Earth Day this month. 

 

Preschoolers:  
2018-19 Registration 

We are currently 
enrolling children for 
the 2018-19 school 

year, and we have a few openings. If you know of a 
family that is interested in registering or learning 
about preschool, please have them contact Nancy 
Hanson or Phyllis Meier at 715-834-9571. We also 
encourage people to explore the preschool page on 
the St. John’s website stjohns-ec.org/grow/preschool.  
We appreciate your help as most families come to us 
upon the referrals of others. Thanks! 
 
************************************************************ 
 

 
Date Readings Gospel 

April  
1 

Acts  
10:34-43 

Mark  
16:1-8 

April 
8 

Acts  
4:32-35 

John  
20:19-31 

April 
15 

Acts  
3:12-19 

Luke  
4:36b-48 

April 
22 

Acts  
4:5-12 

John  
10:11-18 

April 
29 

Acts  
8:26-40 

John  
15:1-8 
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“Together In God” 

Media Ministry 2018 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Broadcast Schedule 
Sunday: WQOW – Channel 18, Cable 9,  

               HD 618 @ 10:30am 

           WAYY – 790AM @ 8:30am 

Thursday: Public Access – Cable 993 @ 1:30pm 

 

MONTH WAYY WQOW PUBLIC 

ACCESS 

April 1, 15 1, 15 5, 19 

May 6, 20 6, 20 10, 24 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

It might still be winter outside, but 
inside St. John’s we have some energetic people 
looking forward to planning this summer’s VBS.  We 
are seeking individuals who would like to join the VBS 
planning committee.  If are interested, please give 
Janet Tolan a call at 715-829-3377or Chris Sims 
715-834-9571. Our next planning meeting is April 12th 
at 6:30 p.m. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 Thrivent Choice allows eligible Thrivent Financial 

members to direct Thrivent Financial’s charitable dollars to 
St. John’s Lutheran Church. To be a benefit member with 

Thrivent Financial, you must own one of the following 

Thrivent products: life insurance, health insurance, 
disability insurance or annuities, and based on your 

premium and cash value, your Thrivent Choice dollars will 
be calculated. Letters are sent annually to these members 

indicating the amount of charitable dollars available to 
them. If you believe that you qualify and have not received 

a letter, please contact your Thrivent Financial 

representative.  
For the period September 1, 2017 to August 31, 

2018, St. John’s is designating the Thrivent Choice 
contributions to our general operations fund to help support 

our ministries, programs and maintain our day to day 

operations.  
 When you are contacted by Thrivent Financial, 

please prayerfully consider directing these charitable dollars 
to St. John’s. 

Thrivent Financial members who have directed 

their “Choice Dollars” to St. John’s Lutheran Church for 
February 2018 are Norma Gordon, Ed Hanson and Mike & 

Elaine McCarty. 
St. John’s thanks you for doing this. 

 

SMALL GROUPS 
 

The Men’s 8:00 a.m. Breakfast meets on 
the second Tuesday of the month at St. 
John’s in the small assembly. Gary Wulff 
always has a wonderful menu planned. 
     All men and friends of St. John’s are 

welcome to come! Please mark your calendar for 
Tuesday, April 10. 
 
*********************************************************** 

Come To The 

 
With the Diner’s Club 

on Tuesday, April 17th, at 6:00 p.m. at “The 
District” Pub and Eatery (101 Graham Ave). Let’s get 
together for fun and fellowship plus Dinner, Too!  
Please call the church office at 715-834-9571 or 
pattig@stjohns-ec.org to sign up and get directions if 
needed. Come and join the monthly Diner’s Club 
anytime. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The Men’s Master Builders Group invites all 
men and friends to join them!   
We will get together every other week. 
During the spring season they will meet on 

Wednesdays, April 4 & 18 at 5:15 p.m.  Come and 
join them as they discuss many interesting topics in 
the bible. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

St. John’s Women of Faith will 
be finishing our book study for the 
year on April 3 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Gathering Area. We will be 
discussing the last two chapters in 

Fierce Women of the Bible by Alice Connor - "Priscilla 
and Phoebe and Lydia and Rhoda: Paul’s Church 
Ladies” and "Mary of Magdala: Who Lives, Who Dies, 
and Who Tells Your Story?”  
    Our service project will take place on April 5 at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church where we will be 
helping distribute food at Ruby’s Pantry starting at 
1:00 p.m. Participants can come for any portion of 
time they are able to give up until late afternoon. 
Two women from Good Shepherd will attend our April 
3 meeting to explain exactly how we will be helping.  
    As always, any and all women are welcome to 
attend either the book discussion, the service project, 
or both. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

mailto:pattig@stjohns-ec.org


 9 

 

 
 
 
 

Attention 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th Grade Students! 
Join us for Food, Fun and Fellowship at C.I.A 

Wednesdays  
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Youth Room 

 (FEAST meal at 5:30 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.) 
Any questions?   

Contact Chris at chris@stjohns-ec.org  
or 715-834-9571 

 

 

 Healing Hand - A Support for 
Those in Chronic Pain 
The Healing Hand support group is going to meet 
on April 8th, at 2:00PM.  If you are in need of 
support while living with chronic illness, please 
come.  We would love to see you and support 
you. Pastor Christine 
 

*********************************************************** 
 

 
Attention all High School and 

College Aged Youth 
“ROOTED” will meet April 8th 

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
Come join us for an opportunity to simply “hang out”!  

Board games, scavenger hunts, hands on projects, F-O-O-D 

and much more! Bring a friend! 
This year we will also be planning off site events, so 

please be sure to RSVP.  Check the youth Facebook page 
for updated information prior to the ROOTED night.  If you 

are not part of the Youth FB page, contact Chris to be 

added to the group.   
If you have any questions or would like more 

information, please contact Chris Sims at 715-834-9571 or 
chris@stjohns-ec.org. PLEASE RSVP so we make sure we 

have enough room for everyone.  

*Mark your calendars for ROOTED on May 13.  We will 
be breaking in the Gaga Pit for the summer!  Bonfire to 

follow.  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Middle School Youth Late Night (kind of a lock-in) 
Saturday, April 28th, from 7:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. 
For more information check out the Sunday Opportunities! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Card & Game Club would love 
to have you join them.  
They meet the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month at 1 p.m. in the church 

gathering area! 
The next time will be April 17th. Come for 
fellowship, fun, games, and so much more. 
***************************************************** 

Active Threat Training Coming Soon 
This is an update on the active threat training that is to 
occur at St. John’s.  While an active shooter is an unlikely 

event to happen, we are in need of updating our safety and 

evacuation protocols here.  Officer Eric Anderson will be 
doing the training on April 12th from 6-8PM for the church 

staff, preschool faculty, head ushers, and various council 
and property ministry members.  More information will 

follow the training. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Dementia Simulation – Save the Date! 

Understanding your loved one who has Dementia and 

what they are thinking or going through is an immense 

challenge for a caregiver.  Now there is a simulation 
that helps caregivers understand their loved one’s 

suffering with this disease better.  On May 30th, from 4-
7PM, we will have a Dementia Simulation, brought to 

you by the Aging and Disability Resource Center.  This 
simulation takes about 15 minutes to experience and is 

limited to four people at a time, so you will be able to 

sign up for a time that works for you.  Sign up with 
your loved ones and take the time to see what it is like 

for those who live with this debilitating illness.  A sign-
up will become available at the start of May. 
 

MISSION NEWS 

“Wall of Giving” 
Thank you so much for your participation 
in the Wall of Giving.  St. John’s Youth are 
so thankful for your support.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thank you for your support at 
the Palm Sunday brunch for the 
Houston Mission Trip Group!  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Save the DATE for these Mission Trip Group 

upcoming fundraisers in May: 
 

                         Brat Stand  
                           May 19th    
  (Brat Stand in conjuction with Easthill Thrift Sale) 

    Stop in for a bite to eat while you take 
advantage of great deals in the Eastside Hill  
neighborhood thrift sale!   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

mailto:chris@stjohns-ec.org
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                 Mother’s Day Spring Flower Sale 
                                  May 13th  
                      9:30 a.m. – 12:00 a.m. 
           Hosted by St. John’s Youth Mission Group 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Community Volunteers at  
St. Francis Food Pantry & 
Hope Gospel Mission Bargain 
Center 

Once a month we all have an opportunity to help at the 

St. Francis Food Pantry on Truax Blvd., across from 
May’s Greenhouse.  THEY NEED OUR HELP!  Let’s meet 

there on Thursday, April 12th, from 10:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m.   

Also… 

Hope Gospel Bargain Center (Moholt 
& Clairemont). Tuesday, April 3rd, any 
time from 5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 
Just check in with the front desk and ask 
what area they need your help and just start in. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Join the Houston bound youth mission group for a 
MEET and GREET during coffee hour. On April 8th and 
April 22nd, learn a little more about who is going on 
this trip, why they are passionate about this trip and 
what they hope to learn during the trip.  This trip is 
not only the National Youth Gathering, but the group 
will also be doing extra service work outside of what 
the gathering has planned.    
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
Hungry to hear some great, live music? 
You are invited to St. John’s to hear the Cello 

Connection’s Spring Concert on Saturday, April 14th at 
1:00 in the Sanctuary.  What a gift to have many 
cellos playing at once! 

On Sunday, April 29th at 1:00, you are invited to 
hear music students of Roxanne Litchfield in Recital. 
These wonderful musicians will draw from a wide 
variety of styles and will be a joy to listen to as they 
bring music to life with their artistry. The Recital will 
be held in the Sanctuary. Refreshments will be served 
following the performance. 

Both music events are free and open to the public. 
Invite your friends and family to attend! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction 
Fundraiser for Boy Scout Troop 30 

Thursday, April 5, serving 4:30-7pm in St. 
John’s small assembly. Spaghetti dinner 

includes spaghetti and meatballs, salad, breadstick, dessert 

and beverages for all. Free-will donation to The Boy Scouts. 
Silent Auction includes specialty baskets, gift certificates 

and many more items coming in. Auction bidding closes at 
630 p.m. 

Thank you for your support! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Eau Claire Area Ring 
The 20th Annual Eau Claire Area Ring will be held 
Saturday, April 14th, 2:00 p.m., at Trinity Lutheran 
Church. There are usually 8-10 handbell choirs 
represented, including St. John’s JuBellation. Last year 
there were 80-85 ringers and almost 100 in the 
audience for the concert. Both are record numbers. It 
is a free concert. We hope to see you there!!! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BIBLICAL STORYTELLING 101 
Saturday, April 28, 2018  
9:00am – 2:00pm  

$25 adults/$10 students includes lunch; scholarships 
available  

Phil & Lori Ruge-Jones Grace Lutheran Church     

202 W. Grand Ave,   Eau Claire 
Call 715-832-9713 to register by Wednesday, April 25 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Mark Your Calendar! Feed My People's Open 
House & Celebration is Thursday, April 12th, from 
4:30-6:30 P.M. at 2610 Alpine Road, Eau Claire.   

Please join Feed My People in celebrating their 
annual Open House on April 12th. Continued 
community support over the years has helped FMP to 
reach a greater number of low-income children, 
families and seniors with the food that they need to 
live healthy and productive lives. Please join us in 
celebrating the generous community that we are all a 
part of.   

Feed My People board members and staff are 
excited to welcome both long-time supporters and 
new faces to the food bank for the Open House. At 
the event, community members will have the 
opportunity to see what’s new at the food bank, take 
a tour, and enjoy refreshments. Visit 
www.fmpfoodbank.org or call 715-835-9415 for 
directions or more information. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Menomonie Singers are here at St. John’s  
When the Menomonie Singers present their spring concerts 
in April, audiences will hear many selections that feature 

the human voice as an instrument. In addition, Franz 

Joseph Haydn’s Little Organ Mass, with Dr. Mark Pruett on 
the organ, will be performed. All are invited to concerts 

Friday, April 20, at 7:30 p.m. at St. John’s Lutheran, 
Eau Claire, and Sunday, April 22, at 2 p.m., at Our 

Savior’s Lutheran, Menomonie.  

There is no admission charge but a suggested donation of 
$10 to defray expenses will be greatly appreciated.  
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   2018   CALENDAR   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 Easter Sunday 
 
6:47am Sunrise Service 
8:15am Easter 
Celebration 
10:45am Easter Celebration 
 

2 
 
6:30pm JuBellation 
7:00pm Boy Scouts 
 

3 
 
10:45am Srs & Shut-ins 
Ministry 
5:00pm Vol. @ Hope 
Gospel Bargain Center 
7:00pm WOF, Step 
Group 
 

4 
 
9:00am Quilting 
 

 see lower right 
 

5 
10:30am Heritage Court  
1:00pm WOF @ Good 
Shepherd’s Ruby’s Pantry 
1:30pm SJ Apts. Service 
2:30pm Heritage Apts  
4:30-7:00pm Boy Scout 
Spaghetti Supper 
7:00pm Property, SJC 
Preschool Board 

6 
 
9:00am Come & Be 
 

7 
 
 

8  Mission Group Meet and 

Greet 

8:15am Worship  
9:30am Sunday School, Adult Ed,  
3 Yr Old SS 
9:30am Heritage Asst. Service 
10:45am Worship  
2:00pm Healing Hand 
5:00pm Rooted 
 

9 

 
6:30pm JuBellation 
7:00pm Worship 
7:00pm Boy Scouts 
 

10 

 
8:00am Men's 
Breakfast  
1:00 Worship & Music 
Ministry 
7:00pm Faith Family 
Ministry, Transition 
Team, Step Group  
 

11 

 
9:30am Dove West Service 
9:30am Naomi/Ruth @ Heritage 
6:30pm AGAPE Concert


 see lower right 
 

12 

 
10:00am-1:00pm Vol. @ St. 
Francis Food Pantry 
5:00pm Youth Ministry 
5:30pm Mission Group Sub 
Committee 
6:30pm Ed Ministry 
 

13 

 
9:00am Come & Be 
6:30-9:00pm 
Pastoral Succession 
“Foundation Retreat” 
 

14 

 
8:30am-Noon 
“Foundation Retreat” 
1:00pm Cello 
Connection Concert 
at St. John’s 
2:00pm EC Area 
Ring @ Trinity Luth. 

15 

 
8:15am Worship 
9:30am Sunday School (Summer 
Fun), Adult Ed 
10:45am Worship  
11:30am Mission Group Meeting  
6:30pm New Member Orientation  
 

16  

 
3:00pm Finance 
6:30pm JuBellation 
7:00pm Worship/Healing 
7:00pm Boy Scouts 
 
 

17 
 
1:00pm Card 
& Game 
Group 
6:00pm 
Diner’s 
Club @ “The District” 
Pub & Eatery (101 
Graham Ave.) 
7:00pm Step Group  
 

18  

 

9:30am Lois Circle 
 

 see lower right 
 

19 

 
9:00am Vol. @ Community 
Table 
6:30pm Council  
 
 

20 EC & 

Preschool Closed 

 
10:30am Oakwood 
Villa Service 
7:30pm Menomonie 
Singers Concert at 
St. John’s 
 

21 

 
 

22  Mission Group Meet and 

Greet 

8:15am Worship  
9:30am Adult Ed, Sunday School  
10:45am Worship  
6:30pm New Member Orientation 
 
 

23 

 
6:30pm JuBellation 
7:00pm Worship 
7:00pm Boy Scouts 
 
 

24 
 
7:00pm Step Group  

25 
 
9:00am Quilting 
10:15am Clearwater Care 
Center Service 
 

 see lower right 
 

26 
 
10:00am Care Partners 
Service 

 

27  
 

9:00am Come & Be 
 

28 
 
7:00-11:00pm 
Middle School Late 
Night 

29 New Members Received 
 

8:15am Worship  
9:30am Sunday School 
9:30am Community & World 
Ministry 
10:45am Worship 
1:00pm Roxanne Litchfield’s Recital 
6:30pm Confirmation Photos 
7:00-9:00pm Confirmation Banquet 
 

30   
 
6:30pm JuBellation 
7:00pm Worship 
 
 

Wednesday FEAST Events 
 

5:15pm (4. 18) Men’s Master Builders Study 
5:30-6:15pm  (4, 11, 18) FEAST Supper 

6:30pm (4, 11, 18) 8th Gr. Conf. & 9th Gr. Conf. w/ Mentor 
6:30pm (25) 8

th
 Gr. Makeup Class & 9

th
 Gr. Confirmation Workshop 

6:30pm (4, 18, 25) CIA  
7:00pm (4, 18, 25) SJ Choir 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church is a people 

formed in the waters of Christian 

baptism to be a fountain of life for all 

who gather here, overflowing into a 

river of compassion for the world. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Church Staff 
Ministers: All the congregation 

Lead Pastor: Pr. Nathan Aaseng 

Associate Pastor: Pr. Christine Emerson 

Ministry Assistant: Patti Gorell 

Director of Christian Education: Christine Sims  

Director of Music Ministry: Roxanne Litchfield-Holey 

Music Assistant: Linda Ranney 

Music Director: Kathy Kurshinsky  

Office Manager: Sandy Huebscher 

Bookkeeper: Jo Rauckman 

Facility & Grounds Manager: Michael Gorell  

Custodians: Larry Krause & Mary Ann Holte 

Nursery Attendant: Bethany Kolve 

St. John’s Christian Preschool: Nancy Hanson,  

Phyllis Meier and Julie Kitzman 
 

Preschool Website: www.stjohns-ec.org/grow/preschool 

 

St. John’s Website: www.stjohns-ec.org 

 

St. John’s general email: stjohns@stjohns-ec.org 
 

 

Find us on 
 

Church Council: 
 

Dean Steines    President 

Brian Wagner    Vice President 

Penny Erickson   Secretary 

Tom Walther    Treasurer 

Shari Englebert   Caring 

Judi Moseley    Community & World 

Janet Tolan     Education 

Jen Bain      Faith Family 

Judy Staszcuk    Seniors & Shut-Ins 

Scott Olsen     Worship & Music 

Stephanie Thurner  Youth 

Ben Hanson    At-Large 

Eric Muller     At-Large 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Johns-Lutheran-Church-ELCA/113825218645222
http://www.stjohns-ec.org/grow/preschool
http://www.stjohns-ec.org/
mailto:stjohns@stjohns-ec.org

