
Transfiguration of our Lord 
February 15, 2026; 9 a.m.   

   
 

(An usher rings the church bell at 8:55 a.m.) 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude 

 (Acolytes light the candles) 

Love and Grace arr. Jason Krug 
JuBellation Handbell Choir 

Confession and Forgiveness 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins.) 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Creator of heaven and earth, 

the Word who spoke life into being, 

the Wind stirring the waters. 

Amen. 

 

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

 

Mighty God, lover of justice, 

you call us to life in community, 

but we have served our own interests 

at the expense of our neighbors. 
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 

We say the right words, 

but our hearts are far from you. 

Turn us to seek your face. 

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 

that we may do justice, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 
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The former things have passed away, 

and new things God now declares: 
Like a spring of water that never fails, 

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 

and bless you with the gift of peace. 

Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn  

ELW #651; Oh, Praise the Gracious Power vs. 1-3 

 

1 Oh, praise the gracious pow'r 
 that tumbles walls of fear 

 and gathers in one house of faith 

 all strangers far and near: 

 

Refrain 

 We praise you, Christ! 
 Your cross has made us one! 

 

2 Oh, praise persistent truth 

 that opens fisted minds 

 and eases from their anxious clutch 

 the prejudice that blinds:  Refrain 

 
3 Oh, praise inclusive love, 

 encircling ev'ry race, 

 oblivious to gender, wealth, 

 to social rank or place:  Refrain 

 

 

Apostolic Greeting 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
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Kyrie 

From ELW Setting 1 
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Canticle of Praise 

Gloria From ELW Setting 6; vs. 1, 3 (Assembly sings refrains) 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray.  O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the 

mysteries of the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice 

from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you 

foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ 

of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Reading: Exodus 24:12-18 (please sit) 

12 The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there; I 
will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I 

have written for their instruction.” 13 So Moses set out with his assistant 

Joshua, and Moses went up onto the mountain of God. 14 To the elders he had 

said, “Wait here for us, until we come back to you. Look, Aaron and Hur are 

with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 

  15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 

mountain. 16 The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 
covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the 

cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire 
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on the top of the mountain in the sight of the Israelites. 18 Moses entered the 

cloud and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days 
and forty nights. 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21 

16 We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of 

his majesty. 17 For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that 

voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my 

Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice come 

from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 

  19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well 

to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns 

and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 First of all you must understand 

this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own 

interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and 

women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Time 

 

Gospel Acclamation (please stand) 

From ELW Setting 6 (choir sings first, then assembly joins) 
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Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 17th Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and 

led them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before 

them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became bright as 

light. 3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with 

him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I 
will set up three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 

Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed 

them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I 

am well pleased; listen to him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell to the 

ground and were overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, 

“Get up and do not be afraid.” 8 And when they raised their eyes, they saw no 

one except Jesus himself alone. 

  9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one 

about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon (please sit)  

“Love Transfigured” -- Rev. Eric Nielsen 

Hymn of the Day (please stand) 

ELW #631; Love Divine, All Love's Excelling vs. 1, 3, 4 

 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

 Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 

 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

 all thy faithful mercies crown. 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

 pure, unbounded love thou art; 

 visit us with thy salvation, 

 enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
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3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

 let us all thy life receive; 
 suddenly return, and never, 

 nevermore thy temples leave. 

 Thee we would be always blessing, 

 serve thee as thy hosts above, 

 pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

 glory in thy perfect love. 

 

4 Finish then thy new creation, 

 pure and spotless let us be; 

 let us see thy great salvation 

 perfectly restored in thee! 

 Changed from glory into glory, 

 till in heav'n we take our place, 
 till we cast our crowns before thee, 

 lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Petition:  

Merciful God,  
receive our prayer. 

The Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always! 
And also with you. 
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Offering 

(Ushers take up the collection) 

Beloved, God’s Chosen by Robert Hobby 

St. John’s Choir; Frank Larrabee, recorder 

 

Offertory (please stand) 

(Ushers bring collection forward for acolytes to receive) 

ELW #445; Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters vs. 1, 3 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Let us pray. God of majesty, 

no eye has seen, no ear has heard 

what you have prepared for those who love you, 

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 

Use what we have gathered 

to feed us with the reign of God come near, 
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Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Proper Preface 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

From ELW Setting 6 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Invitation to the Table 

(Acolytes prepare for communion distribution; ushers come forward to invite 
assembly by pew. Greeters will guide those wishing to receive at the altar: stop at 

credence table for a cup, then walk up side steps into the chancel) 

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

Come to the table; taste and see. 

Lamb of God 

From ACS Setting 12 

 

Communion Hymn 

ELW #661; I Love to Tell the Story 

 

1 I love to tell the story 
 of unseen things above, 

 of Jesus and his glory, 

 of Jesus and his love. 

 I love to tell the story, 

 because I know it's true; 

 it satisfies my longings 

 as nothing else would do. 

 

Refrain 

 I love to tell the story; 
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 'twill be my theme in glory 

 to tell the old, old story 
 of Jesus and his love. 

 

2 I love to tell the story: 

 how pleasant to repeat 

 what seems, each time I tell it, 

 more wonderfully sweet! 

 I love to tell the story, 

 for some have never heard 

 the message of salvation 

 from God's own holy word.  Refrain 

 

3 I love to tell the story, 

 for those who know it best 
 seem hungering and thirsting 

 to hear it like the rest. 

 And when, in scenes of glory, 

 I sing the new, new song, 

 I'll sing the old, old story 

 that I have loved so long.  Refrain 

Post-Communion Blessing & Prayer (please stand) 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. Amen. 

Let us pray.  Radiant God, 

we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

In the sacrament of his body and blood 

you have drawn us to your heart. 

Send us from this table with delight, 

that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 

and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Benediction 

May the triune God, 

who has put a new song in your mouth 
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and tuned your heart for praise 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

Sending Hymn 

(Acolytes extinguish the candles) 

ELW #651; Oh, Praise the Gracious Power vs. 5-7 

 

5 Oh, praise the tide of grace 

 that laps at ev'ry shore 

 with visions of a world at peace, 

 no longer bled by war:  Refrain 

 

Refrain 
 We praise you, Christ! 

 Your cross has made us one! 

 

6 Oh, praise the pow'r, the truth, 

 the love, the word, the tide. 

 Yet more than these, oh, praise their source, 
 praise Christ the crucified:  Refrain 

 

7 Oh, praise the living Christ 

 with faith's bright songful voice! 

 Announce the gospel to the world 

 and with these words rejoice:  Refrain 

Sending 

Go in peace. Love and serve your neighbor. 

Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

Linda Ranney 

Altar Flowers  

In Memory of my Mom & Dad, Jim & Nan Lewis’, anniversary - February 14th - 

by Kris Nelson. 
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Chancel Flowers  

In Memory of the Kiser Family by Sukie Kiser.  

Serving at Worship Today 

Presider Rev. Eric Nielsen 
Assistant Valerian Ahles 

Lector  Brandi Fuchs 
Acolytes Lauren Leonardson, Katherine Birtzer 
Ushers Randy Lundblad, Greg Johnson 

Greeters Gary Kersten, Julie Kersten  
Communion Servers Kathy Freitag, Penny Erickson, Becky Cater, Diana 

Hogenson 
Media & Streaming Scott Olsen 

Screen Operator Lois Mai  
Musicians Linda Ranney, piano/organ; Mark Lundin, Director 

of Music; St. John’s Choir; JuBellation Handbell 
Choir; Frank Larrabee, recorder 
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