
8th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 19, 2026; 9 a.m.   

   
 

(An usher rings the church bell at 8:55 a.m.) 

Welcome and Announcements 

Welcome Bishop Halom 

Prelude 

 (Acolytes light the candles) 

Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee arr. Sharon Elliot Cheek 

Sarah Shirts, handbells 

Confession and Forgiveness (please stand) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 
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Amen. 

Gathering Hymn 

ACS #1072; Abba, Abba, Hear Us 

 

1 "Abba, Abba, hear us," we cry; 

God's Spirit cries in us, 

names us adopted and beloved heirs, 

the heirs of God. 

All creation waits, eager and longing, 
for the glorious freedom of God's children 

soon will be revealed. 

 

2 With the whole creation we cry, 

groan as in childbirth. 

Soon all sin, all death's decay will be no more; 

we shall be free. 

All creation waits, eager and longing; 

for the promised glory that we soon shall 

see we wait and pray. 

 

3 As we pray, the Spirit breathes sighs, 

sighs far too deep for words; 
God, who searches hearts and knows the Spirit's mind, 

hears all our prayer. 

All creation waits, eager and longing. 

As we live in hope, we know that in all 

things God works for good. 

 

Apostolic Greeting 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
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Kyrie 

From ELW Setting 8 

 

Cantor: (Pr. Christine) 

1 For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 

for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

 

2 That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the 

poor; that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
 

3 For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 

for life and for love, for our work and our play, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

 

Canticle of Praise 

Setting 6 Gloria vs. 1, 3 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children 

with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your 

kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8 (please sit) 

 6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 
    and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 

  I am the first, and I am the last; 

    besides me there is no god. 

  7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it; 

   let them declare and set it forth before me. 

  Who has announced from of old the things to come? 

    Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
  8 Do not fear or be afraid; 

    have I not told you from of old and declared it? 

    You are my witnesses! 

  Is there any god besides me? 

    There is no other rock; I know not one. 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

Reading: Romans 8:12-25 

12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live 

according to the flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but 

if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all 

who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not receive 

a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. 
When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our 

spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs: heirs of God 

and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be 

glorified with him. 

  18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits 

with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God, 20 for the creation 
was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who 

subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its 

enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children 

of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it 

suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we 

ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait 
for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now 
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hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 25 But 

if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Children’s Time 

Bishop Halom 

Gospel Acclamation (please stand) 

From ELW Setting 6 

 
 

Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven 

may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while 

everybody was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and 

then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds 

appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, 

‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds 

come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, 

‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for in 

gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both 

of them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 

gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
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  36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples 
approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 
37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the 

field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the 

weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is 

the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as 

the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the 

age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his 

kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the 

furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the 

righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone 

with ears listen!” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon (please sit)  

 Bishop Martin Halom 

Hymn of the Day (please stand) 

ELW #693; Come Ye Thankful People, Come vs. 1-3 

 

1 Come, ye thankful people, come; 

raise the song of harvest home. 
All be safely gathered in 

ere the winter storms begin. 

God, our maker, doth provide 

for our wants to be supplied. 

Come to God's own temple, come, 

raise the song of harvest home. 

 
2 All the world is God's own field, 

fruit unto his praise to yield; 

wheat and tares together sown, 

unto joy or sorrow grown. 

First the blade, and then the ear, 

then the full corn shall appear. 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 
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wholesome grain and pure may be. 

 
3 For the Lord our God shall come 

and shall take his harvest home; 

from his field shall in that day 

all offenses purge away; 

give his angels charge at last 

in the fire the tares to cast, 

but the fruitful ears to store 

in his garner evermore. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 

third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Petition:  
God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

The Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always! 
And also with you. 

Offering (please sit) 

(Ushers take up the collection) 

Amazing Grace arr. Phillip M. Young 

Sarah Shirts, handbells 
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Offertory (please stand) 

(Ushers bring collection forward for acolytes to receive) 

ELW #512; Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 
 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Let us pray. Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

Proper Preface 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

From ELW Setting 6 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Invitation to the Table 

(Acolytes prepare for communion distribution; ushers come forward to invite 

assembly by pew. Greeters will guide those wishing to receive at the altar: stop at 

credence table for a cup, then walk up side steps into the chancel) 

 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

Lamb of God 

ELW #195 
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Communion Hymn 

ELW #465; As the Grains of Wheat 

 

Refrain 
As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 

were gathered into one to become our bread;  

so may all your people from all the ends of earth  

be gathered into one in you. 

 

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 
may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain  

 

2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 

when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain 

 

Post-Communion Blessing & Prayer (please stand) 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. Amen. 

Let us pray.  Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine 

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
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Amen. 

Benediction 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 
Amen. 

Sending Hymn 

(Acolytes extinguish the candles) 

ELW #694; Sing to the Lord of Harvest 

 

1 Sing to the Lord of harvest 

your songs of love and praise; 
with joyful hearts and voices 

your alleluias raise; 

by him the rolling seasons 

in fruitful order move; 

sing to the Lord of harvest 

a joyous song of love. 

 
2 God makes the clouds drop fatness, 

the deserts bloom and spring, 

the hills leap up in gladness, 

the valleys laugh and sing. 

God fills them with his fullness, 

all things with large increase 

and crowns the year with goodness, 

with plenty and with peace. 

 

3 Bring to this sacred altar 

the gifts his goodness gave, 

the golden sheaves of harvest, 

the souls Christ died to save. 

Your hearts lay down before him 

when at his feet you fall, 

and with your lives adore him 



      

13 

who gave his life for all. 

 

Sending 

Go in peace. Share the good news! 

Thanks be to God! 

Postlude 

Linda Ranney 

Altar Flowers 

In Memory of Jerome & Gladys Turney's Wedding Anniversary (July 22) by 

their daughter, Kathy & Verne Schellfeffer 

Serving at Worship Today 

Presider Pastor Christine Emerson 
Worship Assistant Rozie Bejin 

Lector  Ruth Lundblad 
Acolytes Lauren Leonardson, Katherine Birtzer 
Ushers Lynn Yolitz, Norb Kirk 

Greeters Julie Kersten, Gary Kersten 
Communion Servers Deb Freeland, Tim Lincoln, Cheryl Stage, Louise Alt 
Media & Streaming Scott Olsen  

Screen Operator Lois Mai 
Musicians Linda Ranney, piano/organ; Sarah Shirts, handbells; 

Frank Larrabee, recorder 
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