
12th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 16, 2026; 9 a.m.    

   
 

(An usher rings the church bell at 8:55 a.m.) 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude 

 (Acolytes light the candles) 

Beautiful Savior 
Ringers from JuBellation 

Confession and Forgiveness (please stand) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn 

ELW #712; Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service, vs. 1-3 
 

1 Lord, whose love in humble service 

 bore the weight of human need, 

 who upon the cross, forsaken, 

 worked your mercy's perfect deed: 

 we, your servants, bring the worship 

 not of voice alone, but heart; 
 consecrating to your purpose 

 ev'ry gift which you impart. 

 

2 Still your children wander homeless; 

 still the hungry cry for bread; 

 still the captives long for freedom; 

 still in grief we mourn our dead. 

 As you, Lord, in deep compassion 

 healed the sick and freed the soul, 

 by your Spirit send your power 

 to our world to make it whole. 

 

3 As we worship, grant us vision, 
 till your love's revealing light 

 in its height and depth and greatness 

 dawns upon our quickened sight, 

 making known the needs and burdens 

 your compassion bids us bear, 

 stirring us to ardent service, 

 your abundant life to share. 

Apostolic Greeting 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
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Kyrie 

From ELW Setting 8 

 

Cantor: (Pr. Christine) 

1 For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 

for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

 

2 That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the 

poor; that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
 

3 For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 

for life and for love, for our work and our play, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

 

Canticle of Praise 

Setting 6 Gloria vs. 1, 3 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those 

who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world 

with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known 

throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my 
salvation will come and my deliverance be revealed. 

 

And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love 

the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath and do 

not profane it and hold fast my covenant— these I will bring to my holy 

mountain and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings 

and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my house shall be called a 
house of prayer for all peoples. 

 

Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel: I will gather others 

to them besides those already gathered. 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading: Psalm 67 

May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon 

us. 

 Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all 

nations. 

 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with 

equity and guide all the nations on earth. 

 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed 

us. 
 

May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Children’s Time 

Gospel Acclamation (please stand) 

From ELW Setting 6 

 
 

Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 15th Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and 

Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started 

shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by 

a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged 
him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, 

“I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and 

knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take 

the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even 

the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus 

answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” 

And her daughter was healed from that moment. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon (please sit)  

 Pastor Christine Emerson 
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Hymn of the Day (please stand) 

ELW #612; Healer of Our Every Ill vs. 1-3 
 

Refrain 

 Healer of our ev'ry ill, 

 light of each tomorrow, 

 give us peace beyond our fear, 

 and hope beyond our sorrow. 

 
1 You who know our fears and sadness, 

 grace us with your peace and gladness; 

 Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.  Refrain 

 

2 In the pain and joy beholding 

 how your grace is still unfolding, 

 give us all your vision, God of love.  Refrain 

 

3 Give us strength to love each other, 

 ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother; 

 Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  Refrain 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 

third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Petition:  

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
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The Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always! 
And also with you. 

Offering (please sit) 

(Ushers take up the collection) 

Here I Am, Lord by Daniel Schutte, arr. Arnold Sherman 

JuBellation “Light” 

Offertory (please stand) 

(Ushers bring collection forward for acolytes to receive) 

ELW #674; Let Us Tongues and Talents vs. 1-2 

 
1 Let us talents and tongues employ, 

  reaching out with a shout of joy: 

  bread is broken, the wine is poured, 

  Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 

 

Refrain 

 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 

2 Christ is able to make us one, 

 at the table he sets the tone, 
 teaching people to live to bless, 

 love in word and in deed express.  Refrain 

 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Let us pray. Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
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through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

Proper Preface 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

From ELW Setting 6 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time 
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of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Invitation to the Table 

(Acolytes prepare for communion distribution; ushers come forward to invite 

assembly by pew. Greeters will guide those wishing to receive at the altar: stop at 

credence table for a cup, then walk up side steps into the chancel) 
 

Lamb of God 

ELW #195 

 

Communion Hymn 

ELW #496; One Bread, One Body 

 

Refrain 

 One bread, one body, one Lord of all; 

 one cup of blessing which we bless, 

 and we, though many throughout the earth, 

 we are one body in this one Lord. 

 

1 Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 

 woman or man, no more.  Refrain 

 

2 Many the gifts, many the works, 

 one in the Lord of all.  Refrain 
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3 Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 

 gathered to one for all.  Refrain 
 

Post-Communion Blessing & Prayer (please stand) 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. Amen. 

Let us pray.  Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine 

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

Amen. 

Benediction 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

Amen. 

Sending Hymn 

(Acolytes extinguish the candles) 

ELW #759; My Faith Looks Up to Thee vs. 1, 3, 4 

 

1 My faith looks up to thee, 

 thou Lamb of Calvary, 

 Savior divine! 
 Now hear me while I pray, 

 take all my guilt away, 

 oh, let me from this day 

 be wholly thine! 

 

3 While life's dark maze I tread 

 and griefs around me spread, 
 be thou my guide; 
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 bid darkness turn to day, 

 wipe sorrow's tears away, 
 nor let me ever stray 

 from thee aside. 

 

4 When ends life's transient dream, 

 when death's cold, sullen stream 

 shall o'er me roll; 

 blest Savior, then, in love 

 fear and distrust remove; 

 oh, bear me safe above, 

 a ransomed soul! 

Sending 

Go in peace. Share the good news! 

Thanks be to God! 

Postlude 

Linda Ranney 

Altar Flowers 

IHO our 65th wedding anniversary by Charles & Phyllis Kirk 

Chancel Flowers 

IMO Hazel & Jan Krueger on their birthdays by Gary & Julie Kersten 

Serving at Worship Today 

Presider Pastor Christine Emerson 

Worship Assistant Rozie Bejin 

Lector  Patti Sontag 

Acolytes Gwyneth Wallen, Nolan Mattison 

Ushers Randy Lundblad, Mike Torud 

Greeters Penny Erickson, Gary Kersten  
Communion Servers Mark Sontag, Deb Freeland, Julie Kersten, Cheryl Mattison 

Media & Streaming Scott Olsen  
Screen Operator Lois Mai 

Musicians Linda Ranney, piano/organ; Mark Lundin, Director of Music; Members of 
JuBellation 
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